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x. 
And I saw the dark shadow o’ermantling his brow, 
As if telling the struggle within, 
For the dear ones he loved looked cold on him now, 
And the eyes that once shone were now dim. 


XI. 


I have followed him still to his gloomy abode, 
When his heart-strings with anguish were press’d, 
I have been near his pillow when the tear-drops have 
flow’d 
From the fountain of grief in his breast, 


| xii. 


} 


| | have heard the deep sigh! the lone prisoner's sigh ! 


When the soul struggles hard with despair— 
And ah! I have heard, when no one was nigh, 





| The contrite petitioner’s prayer. C. M. 
' 





PRISONER’S HARP. 





More Peuitentiary Inspiration. 

We have been favored, by the hand of the wor- 
Warden of the State Prison at 
with the following poetic efiusion of one of its 
anfortunate inmates. 


Charlestown, 


It is from the same ‘ pris- 


oner’s harp’ that sent forth its beautiful vibrations | 
to ‘The Blind Girl,’ published in our paper a | 


few weeks since. Its plaintive strains touch the 


soul and affect the heart. 


THE PRISONER. 


ts 
At the lone hour of night, in his iron-bound cell, 
When the peaceful in slumber are hush’d, 
He looks back on life to the spot where he fell, 
And mourns 0o’er those joys that are crushed, 


Il. 
O’er friendships withdrawn, o’er beloved ones estrayed, 
For he once had beloved ones like thee; 
But the cup of his bliss to sorrow is changed, 
And his pleasure to deep misery. 
III. 
1 knew him in childhood, in boyhood, in youth, 
Ere his heart knew of sorrow or guile, 
When the words fro his lips were regarded as truth, 
And his face wore an innocent smile. 
IV. 
I have known when his hopes in the future looked bright, 
When a father was proud of his son, 


' 
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For the Prisoner’s ['riend. 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, 
AS EXAMINED BY REASON AND EXPERIENCE, 


By Proressor T. C. UpHam, Brunswick, Mr. 


NUMBER III. 


capital punishment, so far from being injurious to 





times objected to us, would be favorable. In my 


| 


‘human race, a great demand of humanity. 
| voice of God in the seul, speaking there by one 


apprehension, it has become, in the progress of the 


operation which he himself has inspired, cries out 


and understood, that wars and bloodshed shall be 
no longer. But those, who advocate this impor- 


tant step of advancement in the progress of the 


! 

| 

| 

| in an utterance, which will soon make itself heard 
| 

' 

| 


| 
| 
| human race, must be patient, and exhibit practical- 
ly the candor, the forbearance, and the love which 
|they inculcate. Those, who differ from us in 
| they leate . 

| opinion, have already begun to listen. 
years more will witness a great mental and moral 
| revolution. 

| In the present article I will refer, as briefly as 
| possible, to some experiments which have been 
'made in various ages of the world, in connection 
| ’ 


If the views, which have been taken in the two | 
preceding numbers are correct, the abolition of 


the existence and prosperity of society, as is some- | 


The | 


A few) 


stead of being punished with death. ‘ It was never | 
observed, says Montesquieu, ‘that this step did any 
manner of prejudice to the civil administration.’ 
Thisdaw is asserted to have continued in force for 
200 years. ‘The reader will find this statement 
eunfirmed, | think, by referring to Livy’s Roman 
History, Bk. x. & ix., to Cicero’s Oration pro Ra- 
bireo,and to Montesquieu’s Spirit of Laws, Bk.vii, 
ch. 10. There are also some statements on this 
subject in the Herald of Peace, vol. ix., p. 49, 

Ill. During the reign of the empress Elizabeth 





| of Russia, capital punishments were abolished in 
| that country. 
ithe Government, she made a vow, which she is 
said fafthfully to have kept, that she would never 
put her signature to a sentence of death. One of 
her successors, the Empress Catherine IT. intro- 


fromediately after her accession to 





~ | punishments were excluded. ‘ Was the vast terri- 


‘tory of all the Russias, says Blackstone, ‘ worse 
regulated under the late empress Elizabeth, then 
‘under her more sanguinary predecessors? Is it 
‘now, wader Catharine If, less civilized, less so- 
cial, less secure? . And yet we are assured, that nei- 
‘ther of these illustrious princesses have, through- 
out their whole administration, inflicted the penal- 
ty of death ; and the letter has, upon full persua- 
sion of its being uscless, nay, even pernicious, 
given orders for abolishing it entirely throughout 
her extensive ‘Tooke’s His- 
tory of Russia, vol. ii. p. 331., and Blackstone’s 


dominions, ’—See 


Commentaries on the Laws of Mngland, Bk. iv. 
‘ch. 1. 

IV. In November, 1786, capital punishments 
were abolished in Tuscany by a public Act, enti- 
tled, an Edict for the reform of Criminal Law, 

‘which was promulgated and carried into effect by 
the Grand Duke Leopold. [In the commencement 
of his reign, Leopold began with moderating the 
rigor of the laws, by doing away punishments in- 
ordinately severe, by abolishing the different kinds 
of torture, and through injunctions and orders to 
his tribunals, by practically abolishing the penalty 
‘of death. ‘This was done by way of experiment, 
and as a suitable preparative to the introduction 
of that F.dict for the Reform of Criminal Law just 
referredto. Referringin the preamble of his Edict 


V. Some European States, and particularly 
some of the States of republican America, have 
greatly reduced the crimes liable to be attended 
with capital punishments ; and in no instance, so 
far as we have been able to learn, with injurious 
results. So long ago as 1786, the punishment of 
death was abolished in almost all cases by the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania. The experiment was 
found so successful, and gave so much satisfaction, 
that more recently it has been decreed in the Penn- 
sylvania Code, thatthe punishment of death shall 
be inflicted in one case only, viz. for murder in the 
first degree. 


Vi. The criminal code of the State of Ohio is 
characterised by humanity. The Constitution it- 
self, which was formed no farther back than 1802, 


: | expressly proclaims, that the true design of all 
duced a new code of laws, drawn up with care | 


l under her own instructions, from which capital | 


punishments is to reform, and not to exterminate 
mankind. Inthe criminal enactments of 1805, 
only five crimes were declared to be capital, viz., 
Thi 
is 


was a good beginning, but in the revision of the 


treason, murder, rape, arson, and mayhem. 


Penal Code, which was made in 1824, the Legisla- 
ture, becoming more and more doubtful of the 
right orof the expediency of capital punishment, 
murder in the first degree. A writer upon this 
human code remarks, that ‘the best test of any 
system is to be found in its practical operation ; 
and judging by this criterion, the code of Ohio is 
even better than our theoretical views would make 
it appear, We have no hesitation in asserting, 
that crimes are as rare there as they are any where 
inh Cristendom. ‘This is the best eulogy upon the 
laws made to prevent them.’—See an article in 
the American Quart. Rev., vol. x. p, 47. 


This process of diminishing the number of cap- 
ital crimes is going on in all the United States 
The proposition to abolish capital’ punishments 
allogether has been made in a number of their 
Legislatures within a few years. Inthe Legisla- 
| ture of the State of Maine it was enacted in the year 
1829, that four offences, which were then punish- 
able with death, should thereafter be punished with 
When 


the subject was under discussion, many persons 


confinement in the State Prison for life. 





expressed their apprehensions, that the proposed 


decreed its infliction in one case only, that oi 


When a mother’s fond eye beamed with anxious delight, with the taking of human life. They go to con- 
As she view’d the first prize he had won. | firm our general views, that the abolition of capi- 
v. tal punishment would not be inconsistent with the 

I was present the while at the altar he stood, existence and prosperity of society, but would 
With the fair one he loved by his side; 
Oh how fondly he gaz’d on the one he had woo'd, I. 


As she tendered her hand as his bride, the name of Sabacos, who is justly numbered 


tend to establish and promote both. 
One of the sovereigns of ancient Egypt, of 


| 
to the measures which he had previously taken, | change would be found injurious to the public 
he expresses himself as follows : ‘With the ut- safety and welfare. But their fears were unfoun- 
most satisfaction to our paternal feelings, we have ded: experience has conclusively shown that the 


at length perceived, that the mitigation of punish- | welfare of the community has not been, in the 


/ments, joined with a most scrupulous attention to | least degree, put at hazard by that measure, but 


prevent crimes, and also a great despatch in the rather promoted by it. And since the period, to 
trials, together with a certainty and suddenness of which we have referred, the law has been so mod- 
ified, that, although capital punishment stands up- 


‘ vi. 

And I know that his heart had affection’s pure flame, 
Yes, the warm flow of feeling was there, 

And I know that ere now, since the bitterness came. 
Tis that same one his heart holds most dear. 


vit. 
I knew him a father, when he cheerfully smiled 


gent people, abolished capital punishments. 
reigned fifty years, and ordained that such crimi- 


among the legislators of that inventive and intelli-| punishments to real delinquents, has, instead of | 
He | increasing the number of crimes, considerably di- 


minished that of the smaller ones, and rendered 





nals as were judged worthy of death, should be em- | those of an atrocious nature very rare ; we have 
ployed in the public works. He thought that| therefore come to a determination, not to defer 
Egypt would derive some advantage and profit | any longer the reform of the said criminal laws.’ 
from this kind of punishment, while at the same |The new system, which formally and entirely 





time, being imposed for life, it seemed sufficiently 
well adapted to the purpose of discouraging and 
repressing crimes. And it does not appear from 
any remarks on the subject, that the result disap- 
pointed his expectations. ‘The reader will find 
this statement confirmed by a reference to Go- 
And the victim is doomed in a prison to lay, guet’s Origin of Laws, Part iii. Bk. 1. 

There unheeded to sorrow alone. II. Capital punishments, so far as Roman cit- 
izens were concerned, were abolished in the Com- 
monwealth of Rome in the year of the city 453, by 


On the loved one that clung to his knee, 
And he thought, while caressing his beautiful child, 
There was no one more happy than he. 


Vill. 
But ah! the destroyer soon lured him away, 
And those happy endearments are gone, 


1x. 
I saw the sad change hovering over his fate, 
When chill poverty entered his door, 
When stern creditors came too impatient to wait, 


And pressed him because he was poor. 


cus Porcius. This law ordained that Roman cit- 





abolished the punishment of death, went immedi- 
ately into operation, and was attended with the 
happiest results. For thirty years, including the 
period of experiment preparatory to the full intro- 
duction of his code, there were no capital punish- 
ments inflicted in Tuscany ; during that period we 
are assured by Count de Sellon, that crime almost 


entirely disappeared, while it increased in the sur- 








rounding countries, in which the punishment of 
death was frequently inflicted.—See the Edict | 


the Porcean law, introduced by the tribune Mar- of the Grand Duke of Tuscany for the Reform of 


Criminal Law in his Dominions, and the Herald 


izens, convicted of crime, should go into exile, in-| of Peace, vol. ix. p. 69. 


on the Statute book, it is justly considered as prac- 
tically abolished. 


In view of these facts, and facts like them which 
might be very much extended, if we thought ne- 
cessary, we appeal to any candid man to say, 
whether the objection, that men willbe emboldened 
to commit crime, and that the existence of society 
will be endangered by abolishing capital punish- 
ments, is well founded. We certainly think it is 
not: and we have the more confidence in this opin- 
ion, when we consult the history of crimes in those 
countries, where capital punishments have been 
frequent. In England, for instance, and in other 
countries, where they have been greatly multiplied, . 
no results have followed, so favorable as to justify 
the continuance of this sanguinary system ; but 
the reverse. On the other hand, the preventive 
and remedial system, which seeks to secure society 
by the safeguards of equal laws and general edu- 
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cation, by rewards for the good, and by efforts to 
reclaim, rather than to destroy the vicious, has 
been found to furnish, so far as it has been truly 
tried, undoubted strength and protection. 

In connection with what has now been said, I 
hope the reader will keep in mind the letters of 
the Hon. R. Rantoul, Jun., recently published in 
this paper. The learned argument, which makes 
up those letters, based as it is upon authentic sta- 
tisties, remains unanswerable. The friends of 
humanity and of progressive civilization are great- 
ly indebted to him. 

Se STE 





“PRISON DRIS WRN Do 


‘] SHALL ASK FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE PENALTY OF DEATH 
UNTIL 1 HAVE THE INFALLIBILITY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMON~ 
STRATED TO ME.’—Lafayette. 








BOSTON: 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 1846. 





City Temptations—The Farmer’s Son. 


Few young persons who have always lived in 
the country towns know anything of the tempta- 
tions and snares which are set for the unwary in 
large cities. A young man becomes weary of con- 
tinuous labor at home. Learning that some have 
gone to the city and have there become wealthy; 
wishing to live more at ease, he easily persuades 
himself that he too has talents which will place 
him in easy circumstances. He leaves home, 
though not without much good advice from his 
anxious parents, and arrives for the first time in 
the great city. Alone, a stranger, he knows not 
where to go, or whom to addresss. He knows 
not that there are those who are daily watching in 
the various public places to ensnare him and 
others, who are in like circumstances. ‘The de- 
ceiver meets him with a smile, shows him the city, 
invites him to drink, and the work of destruction 
is soon completed. When he comes to himself, 
he is in the jail, away from home, without money 
and without friends. Poor fellow! how he weeps 
in that damp cell when he contrasts his present 
with his former condition. How suddenly have 
his fond hopes of ease been blasted, and his ex- 
pectations of affluence been “ut off! He thinks 
how his parents must feel when they learn 
where he is, and of the disgrace that must come 
upon his former good name when his situation is 
known in his native town, and he knows not what 
todo. Inthis hour of deep distress he hears for 
the first time of the Office of the Prisoner’s 
Friend; he writes, makes known his situation, and 
asks assistance. 

Instances of this kind are daily coming to our 
knowledge. Last week a youth left this city, be- 
ing bailed by his afflicted father. ‘That youth was 
ensnared and led into crime. I went out into the 
country to inform his parents of the situation of 
their child. His father was a substantial farmer. 
His son had heretofore maintained a good charac- 
ter at home, was a member of the church, and in 
good standing. He came here to seek employ- 
ment, ‘The whole family wept and mourned as 
though their hearts would break when I delivered 
to them my painful message. The crime which 
he committed may send him to the State Prison. 

Young persons should be exceedingly cautious 
with whom they associate when they enter large 
cities. Before they are aware of it, they may be 
led away and forever ruined. Solomon has thus 
personified folly. ‘A foolish woman is clamorous: 
she is sim ple and knoweth nothing. For she sitteth 
at the door of her house, on a seat in the high pla- 
ces of the city, to call passengers who go right on 
their ways: Whoever is simple let him turn in 
hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, 
she saith to him, stolen waters are sweet, and 
bread eaten in secret is pleasant. But he knoweth 
not that the dead are there ; and that her guests 
are in the depths of hell.’—s. m. s. 





SALEM JAIL. 


Henry Clapp, Jr.—Capt. Flowery and wife— 

Doctor Cheever’s cell—the Jailer. 

Last week I spent an hour in the Essex County 
Jail at Salem. Our readers are aware that Hen- 
ry Clapp, Jr., the able editor of the Lynn Pioneer, 
is there confined for publishing a libel upon a Mr. 
Lummus. I{tseems to me, that the prosecutor 
has not been governed by the injunction,—‘ over- 
come evil with good.’ If friend Clapp did speak 
unadvisedly I do not see what good it ean do him 
or any other person, to shut him up in the damp 
walls of a prison. He bears it however with pa- 
tience, and has hope that he shall soon be at lib- 


erty. 
I had the pleasure of dining with H. Clapp, 
Capt. Flowery and wife. The Capt. was impris- 


oned for fitting out a vessel with the intention of 
His wife chooses to 
How strong 


engaging in the slave trade. 
live in the prison with her husband. 
is the affection of woman! 


‘She, while apostles shrank, could danger brave, 
Last at the cross, and earliest at the grave.’ 


The cells in which these friends are confined 
are unusually comfortable. They have what! sel- 
dom see in a jail, board floors. Capt. Flowery 
is in the cell where the celebrated Dr. Geo. B. 
Cheever was once confined. This cell was hoard- 
ed for him. The prisoners speak very highly of 
the kindness of the keeper of the jail. 

Being in a great hurry, I had not so much time’ 
as I desired to examine the jail, neither,have I 
as much room as I should be glad to have to speak 
of it, and we close with the following sonnets, by 
Henry Clapp:—s. M. s. 





PRISON SONNETS. 


I 
A friend whose heart, with loving kindness fraught, 
Was moved to send into my cold retreat 
Some Messenger of Love, whose influence sweet 
Should cause these bolts and*bars to be forgot, 
Chose a young plant, whose virgin breath and bloom 
Should brighten up this dark and gloomy cell, 
And make it fragrant as the favored dell 
Where flowers delight to yield their rich perfume. 
But scarce three days had cast their prison shade, 
And three damp nights had shed their prison chill 
On this dear Plant, ere its sweet breath was still, 
Its color gone, its soul forever fled! 
I gathered up the faded leaves and flowers, 
And thought them emblem fit of prison hours! 





Oh how can man his equal brother chain 

Within cold walls, while this warm-hearted spring 

Makes all the earth and heavens with joy to ring 

With song of birds and trees and falling rain? 

Would he from sin his follow-man reclaim, 

And guide his steps to Wisdom’s pleasant ways, 

Where he may know and live his Maker’s praise, 

And learn to sing the glory of His name? 

Then loose the shackle from his aching limb, 

‘Take from his heart the prison’s deathly chill, 

And let him roam o’er smiling mead and hill 

Where Nature’s voice,—her ‘ low, perpetual hymn’ — 

Will banish from his soul each Hate impure, 

And make it glow with loves that shal! endure. 
Salem Jail, May 2, 1846. 





Lynn Prisoner’s Friend Society. 


It is a source of much comfort to us, in our ar- 
duous labors for the prisoner, to perceive that our 
views are beginning to attract the attention of the 
people, and that some are inquiring, what shall 
we do? ‘There is much to be done. We need 
united organized effort, and we are glad to know 
that in the good town of Lynn there are now two 
societies formed to aid this cause. One is cal- 
led the ‘ Female Prisoner’s Aid Society.’ ‘This 
body meets one evening in a week. Recently, a 
second Society has been organized in jhe same 
town. Wesubjoin its Preamble and Constitution, 
hoping that our friends in other towns will careful- 
ly read them, and imitate the excellent example o. 
the humane people of Lynn. 


Whuereas, it is our solemn duty, whether as 
Christians or as members of society, to do all in 
our power for the restoration and welfare of the 
criminal, as well as for the prevention of crime; 
and whereas, the discharged convicts from our 
Prisons and Jails, though very generally regarded 
and treated as outlaws and social reprobates, un- 
worthy of the least confidedce, respect or support, 
are still our human brethren, whatever the wrongs 
of which they have been guilty before God or man, 
having rights and claims as human beings as sa- 
cred as our own, and, in view of their despised 
and destitute condition, especially needing our 
sympathy and aid, that they may be shielded from 
scorn and reproach,and that we may restore them, it 
possible, to respect in community, and afford them 
the means of a comfortable subsistence; and where- 
as, the melioration of the confined prisoner and the 
reform of the prevailing systems of prison disci- 
pline are proper objects of Christian philanthro- 
py and enterprise :—therefore, 


Resolved,—That we proceed to form ourselves 
into a united body or Society,for the purpose of aid- 
ing the prisoner; and that, for the better promotion 
of its objects, we agree to adopt the following ar- 
ticles as a Constitution to regulate and govern our 
action. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Arr. I. This Society shall be known as the 
Lynn Prisoner’s Friend Society. 

Art. IL The objects of this Society shall be 
three fold ;—First, to inquire into the condition 





and wants of persons who may have been confin- 
ed in and released from places of penal infliction, 
whether as Prisons, Jails, or Houses of Correction, 
with a view to affording them the sympathy and 
aid they need, especially in furnishing them the 
means by which they may secure a good livelihood 
to themselves and families ; Secondly, to ascertain 
the condition and wants of prisoners themselves, 
whatever the places in which they are confined, 
and to do what may be done for their comfort, 
consolation, instruction and welfare, consistently 
with a just respect for the laws of the State and 
country ; and, Thirdly, to collect and circulate 
such facts, and to promote such a spirit of inquiry 
and discussion, in regard to the causes of crime 
and the treatment of criminals, as shall have a 
tendency to bring about all needed reform in the 
character and operation of prison discipline, or 
in the treatment of the criminal. 

Arr. Ill. This Society shall be composed of 
all persons who shall give their names to be fixed 
to its Constitution. 

Art. IV. The officers of this Society shall he 
a President, Secretary, Treasurer, and a Board of 
five Managers. 

Art. V. The regular meetings of this Society 
shall be holden on Wednesday of each week, unless 
differently determined at a previous meeting. 

Art. VI. This Society shall hold an annual 
meeting in the month of May for the choice of of- 
ficers. 

Art. VII. This Constitution may be amended 
by a vote of two thirds of the members present, 
notice of the intended amendment having been 
given at a previous meeting. 


The following officers were then chosen for one 
year. 

President, Warren Lincoln. * 

Secretary, James P. Boyce. 

Treasurer, Oliver Porter. 


should go. If we begin back fur enough, we shall have 
but few criminals of any sort. 
Yours, &e. 
WILLIAM BARRETT. 

P. S. The vote to abolish stood in the Senate 14 for 
and 3 against; in the House, 21 for and 14 against; 18 
were absent, or the majority would have been much lar- 
ger. W. B. 





Workingmen’s Protective Union, 


I recently met with this Association, and was 
much interested in its objects, which are, to im- 
prove the physical, pecuniary and moral condition 
of its members. Meetings are held every Wednes- 
day evening, for conversation and discussion, and 
to form plans for future improvement. 

The Union has a Board of Commerce to trans- 
act all its mercantile affairs. This Board pur- 
chases goods at wholesale, and retails them to the 
members at cost. ‘This must be a great help to 
those who have not much time to spend in pur- 
chasing goods, and are so poor that they are com- 
pelled to buy in small quantities. 

Any person of good moral character, capable of 
earning a livelihood, or with some visible means 
of support, and who does not use intoxicating 
drinks as a beverage, may become a member by 
paying an initiation fee of three dollars. Should 
the Union six months, he may receive three dol- 
lars per week, provided he has not brought on his 
sickness by debauchery or licentiousness, in which 
cases he shal] be expelled. 

From the slight knowledge which I have of this 
Association, from an examination of its Constitu- 
tion, and an acquaintance with some of its mem- 
bers, it appears to me it will essentially aid the la- 
boring classes, and will do much, if rightly man- 
aged, in removing poverty and want from our 
midst, and consequently diminish crime, abolish 
prisons, and other punishments, 





Board of Managers, Merrit Sanford, M. C. 
Butman, Christopher Robinson. 

Adjourned to meet again on Wednesday eve- 
ning next, at the same place, at which all persons 
friendly to the cause are invited to attend. 

James P. Boyce, Sec. 

Lynn, May 6, 1846. 





Abolition of Capital Punishment in Michigan. 


We had barely room last week to briefly men- 
tion the fact that Capital Punishment had just been 
abolished in Michigan. By the following letter, 
written by a philanthropic member of the Legis- 
lature of that State, it will be seen, however, that 
Treason is still capital there. So difficult is it 
however to define this crime in this nation that we 
have no fears at present that any one will be exe- 
cuted for the commission of it. 





Having virtually abolished the hideous gallows | 
in Michigan, we now hope the good people of | 
that State will look carefully into their courts, 
jails and penitentiary, and see if the criminal is 
treated there consistent with the precept ‘thou 
shalt love thy ne:ghbour as thyself.’ 
people should be educated. 


| 


The whole | 
As our attentive cor- | 
respondent says in his letter below, ‘if we go | 
back far enough,we shall have but few criminals of | 
any sort.’ We hope the day is not far distant, | 
when, instead of prisons, we shall have asylums, 

and instead of endeavoring to overcome evil with 
evil, we shall labor to overcome evil with good. 
We give place to the letter from our friend.—s. | 
M. S. 


Detroit, May 4, 1846. 
Messrs. Eprirors: 

I have the pleasure to inform you, that the Legislature 
of Michigan, of which I have the honor to bé a member, 
have this day consummated the act of abolishing the 
death-penalty, except for the crime of Treason; and the 
law, as it now stands, amounts to nearly the same thing 
in that case, namely, the criminal, at the time of receiv- 
ing the sentence of death, is also sentenced to the State 
prison for one year, all the papers relating to the trial are 
put into the hands of the Executive, and he can at any 
time after the expiration of one year, order his execution 
in the prison. I think there will be but few executions 
in Michigan. ‘There has been but one case of legal mur- 
der in this State, and that was long before we came into 
the Union. Although the death penalty has been upon 
our book, it has been a dead letter; on acceunt of the 
prevalence of just principles, the law has always been 
My heart is 
overflowing with gratitude to the Giver of every good and 


evaded, by jurors, witnesses or officers. 
perfect gift. Whilst I am writing this brief note, do 
publish it to the world, that the philanthropist every 
where may rejoice with us. Most of the opposition in 
this State came from the professed followers of the meek 
and lowly Jesus. This, to me, looks very strange—it 
Jooks as if there must be something wrong somewhere. 
We have much to do yet to ameliorate the condition of 
the criminal. We should train up a child in the way he 











This is not a secret institution. Divisions may 
be formed in every part of the land, and may be 
connected with the Union, if the members are 
so disposed. 


We subjoin one of their songs. It breathes a 


good and loving spirit:—J. M. s. 


O come, where love makes labor light, 
Where toil with pleasure we unite, 
Where industry with wisdom blends, 
And bliss on social life attends. 

Oh, come with us, we all are brothers; 


Each one tries to bless the others. 


The rusty chains you’ve worn so long, 
Throw off, with all abuse and wrong; 
Your hearts from social evil free, 
Achieve a higher destiny. 
Oh, come with us, we all are brothers; 
Each one tries to bless the others. 
You dream and suffer day by day, 
While vampyres suck your life away— 
An incubus upon your soul, 
Its terrors all your thoughts control. 
Oh flee these ills, and all the others, 
Be a band of social brothers. 


Be simple gospel truth your guide; 

As in its wisdom you confide, 

Behold, in each that treads the sod, 

Your brother, and a child of God. 
Oh, make yourselves a band of brothers; 
Every one will help the others. 


No strife nor discord do we sow, 
Nor selfish competition know; 
None enemies nor aliens call; 
One is the interest of all. 
Oh, come with us, we all are brothers; 


Each one tries to bless the others. 


W ith us, life smoothly glides along 

In gentle current, like a song, 

A sweet, glad melody, it flows, 

And joy and happiness bestows. 
Oh, come with us, we all are brothers; 
Each one tries to help the others. 


Tue Curistian Woritp ann Troumpetr.— 
Our thanks are due to the editors of the above 
named papers for their kind notices of our labors 
in behalf of the prisoner. We hope to be ableto 
pursue a course in this work which shall ensure 


their continued approbation. 





Ten million of dollars has been appropriated 
by the Congress of the United States to carry on 
a war with Mexico. This is a great sum of 
money. Could it be expended in educating the 
people physically, mentally and morally, it would 
do much more good than it will in killing our 
brother Mexicans, making their wives widows 
and their children orphans. 


one become sick, after having been a member of 
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Narrative of Joseph L. Shaw, 
A Convict in the New-Hampshire State Prison. 
NUMBER II. 


The cause of my being confined in solitary was 
simply this: I having been ordered by John B. 
Holmes, my overseer, to take out the safety valve 
of the steam boilers, and put a tunnel into its seat 
as a more cenvenient method of filling the boilers, 
L obeyed, and by his directions went into another 
shop, and called four men, whom Mr. Holmes set 
to work to fill the boilers by a pump, which is 
over the boilers. During the time they were fil- 
ling the boilers, I told Holmes I thought it neces- 
sary to repair a certain piece of work that belong- 
Holmes looked at it, and sent 
I was in the 


ed to the engine. 
me into the-shop to get it repaired. 
smith shop an hour or more, and when I returned, 
J found the men had got the boilers filled, and a 
fire was burning, and the steam was pouring forth 
from the seat of the safety valve, and fast filling 
the shop with steam. Holmes ordered me to go 
and put in the valve, which I attempted to do, but 
to my surprise when I had arrived there, I found 
I had left the valve; it was not there. I immedi- 
ately made inquiry for it, but in vain. 
it had been in the way of the men who had filled 
the boilers, and they had laid it in some other 
place, and would not inform me where it was, 
but all who were in the shop professed to know 
We made a thorough search, 
I soon 


I supposed 


nothing about it. 
and I for one did not know where it was, I 
heard Holmes say to the Warden, that if he were 
Warden, he would punish every man that was 
in the engine house that day, and soon after this, 
four men, viz." Drew, Andrews, Sherlock and 
Walker, who were the men who filled the boilers, 
were immediately questioned in relation to the 
valve, but they did not give any information that 
was satisfactory. ‘They were all confine: in soli- 
tary cells, to extort some information concerning 
the valve; but they declared their innocence. The 
Warden, however, told them they would stay 
there until they confessed, and as soon as they did 
confess, they should come out. They were con- 
fined on the 27th of February. The next day the 
cold was very extreme, the mercury being below 
zero, and in all probability they were suffering to 
a great degree, and the only way for them to es- 
cape was to get the load off their own shoulders 
by placing it on some one else. This plan suc- 
ceeded. Drew told the Warden he saw Clement, 
a convict, carry away the valve, and being asked 
what he carried it away for, he said Shaw told 
him to, and requested him to put it in a certain 
place. ‘This was suggested to Drew, by the suf- 
fering he was enduring, for he had not seen me 
after he went to pumping until [came into the 
shop, after they had filled the boilers. ‘The War- 
den, upon this information, called Clement to the 
house, and asked him if he did secrete the valve, 
to which he replied that he did not. ‘The Warden 
then told Clement he had heard he knew all about 
the valve, and he must tell him all about it, or 
be puuished until he did. Clement declared his 
innocence, but the Warden told him if he ac- 
knowledged he did it, he should not punish him. 
Clement, as he afterward told me, ‘had been 
urged to own that I had given him the valve, and 
ordered him to put it away.’ This he said he 
knew was false, but he saw no other way to es- 
sape, and therefore acknowledged that what Drew 
had previously told the Warden was true, and es- 
eaped punishment, himself being guilty; and al- 
though I was innocent, | was punished. 

The above tragedy was acted on the morning 
of the 28th day of February, 1837. Immediately 
after dinner, I was called to the house, and asked 
by McDaniel what I knew in relation to the safe- 
ty valve. I began and related every circumstance 
that occurred to my memory, and further said, | 
hoped I should not be charged with any fault, as 
I believed I had obeyed my overseer and done my 
duty. McDaniel replied, Can you say you did 
not give itto John Clement, and order him to 
put it away? My reply was the truth, that I did 
not give itto Clement, nor order him to put it 
away. Well, says McDaniel, I have been in- 
formed you did, and if you own it, that is all I 
want, If you own it now, you shall not be pun- 
ished. One request he made was, to have me 
own that I gave the safety valve to John Clem- 
ent, and the other was to tell him where it was. 
The first was a requisition, that I or any other 
man could have complied with: but if I had ac- 
knowledged that I had given it to Clement, it 
would have been a falsehood. But the other re- 
quest he made it was impossible for me to grant, 
as I was as ignorant of the place where the valve 
was as the youngest infant. 





I being unable to comply with his request, was 
put into the cell at 1 o’clock, P. M., on the 28th 
day of February. This cell was about eight feet 
by 10, on the ground floor, It is of solid rock, 
with a door of iron, and when I went into the 
cell, it was covered on the bottom, to the best of 
my judgment, to the depth of an inch with ice. 





U 


THE LATE REV, CHARLES T. TORREY. 


The poor prisoner, Torrey, is at last released 
from his confinement. He died in the Baltimore 
Penitentiary on Saturday, the 9th instant, at 3 
o’clock, P. M. The body was then delivered to 
his friends, who started with it for Boston on 
Monday. The funeral was attended at the 
Park-street Church, and a discourse delivered by 
the Rey. Mr. Lovejoy, the brother of the Alton 
martyr. 

Torrey was imprisoned for aiding slaves to es- 
cape from bondage. Perhaps he did not pursue 
th: best possible course to abolish slavery. He 
violated the laws of Maryland, but it is a sad 
thing to live in a country where a common act of 
humanity can only be performed by violating the 
Constitution, and bringing down upon us _ the 
heavy penalty of the laws of the land. We sym- 
pathize most deeply with his afflicted family, and 
hope that this painful dispensation of Providence 
may contribute to the liberation of our brothers 
who are in bondage. 

A person who was present with the dying pris- 
oner, writing to a gentleman, says, that in his last 
conversation with him, ‘Torrey spoke of the 
kindness of Jesus in making ‘ sick and in prison’ 
the climax of his specifications when he noticed 
the position in which his disciples might admin- 
ister to his wants. ‘He may have thought of me,’ 
said he. It is hard to die at home in the bosom 
of the family, surrounded by friends, but it must 
be infinitely more so to die in the lonely cell, and 
within the walls of a gloomy prison. 

The Baltimore Saturday Visiter says, ‘ Mr. 
Torrey’s disease, as our readers are aware, 
was Pulmonary Consumption, to which he was 
predisposed, both of his parents having died of it, 
we believe—but which was no doubt developed 
by the influences of prison life, and would, pro- 
bably, have withheld its grasp many a year, if 
not entirely. His dying symptoms were, we are 
informed by the attending physician, Professor 
Gibson, pretty much those of all consumptive pa- 
tients. 
the only marked indication of the solemn crisis. 
This took place a day or two before his death, and 


A slight hemorrhage from the lungs was 


brought away so little blood, that it would have 
been by no means important, if arising from a less 
urgent cause than the utter rottenness of the pul- 
monary vessels from which it came. 

‘ Mr. ‘Torrey’s body was put under the control 
of those who kindly consented to act for his 
friends, and after being prepared for its journey 
by arsenous injections into the arteries, was 
placed in a neat cherry coffin, which was lined 
with zinc, and in which a pane of glass was ar- 
ranged in order to avoid the necessity of opening 
it to the view of the crowd of anxious relatives 
and friends, who, no doubt, awaited its arrival at 
the place of its destination, Medway, Mass. Al- 
though the coffin and necessary habiliments were 
ready several days before his death, as we are as- 
sured, much delay was experienced, so that the 
body did not leave here until about three o’clock 
on Monday afternoon. The interesting operation 
necessary to prepare the body—the chief purpose 
of which was to send it home in as life-like con- 
dition as possible—was performed by Dr. W. R. 
Handy, Professor of Anatomy in the Baltimore 
Dental College, with a promptitude and skilful- 
ness highly creditable to him. We learn that 
this wise precaution was taken by the request of 
Mr. Torrey’s family, at the suggestion of Dr. 
Bowditch, of Boston.’ 





Exceedingly Hard. 

A man who has recently been discharged from 
prison desired to go to sea. He shipped for that 
purpose. The next day he was informed by the 
captain that he could not have him, because he 
had learned that he had been in the State Prison. 
The poor brother wept bitterly when he informed 
us how he had been treated. We hope the Lord 
will have mercy on the community that thus treats 
its criminals. We ought to help up, not crush 
down the unfortunate and the misguided. 





Tueopore Parker is giving a course of lec- 
tures on the Bible, at the Melodeon, on Sunday, 
at 5 o’clock. P. M. 





Anniversary Week. 

Next week many humane friends will be in Bos- 
ton to attend the Anniversaries. We should be 
pleased to see them at our office. Some who owe 
for the Prisoner’s Friend and wish to pay, and 
others who desire to forward donations in aid of 
our cause, will then have an opportunity to do so. 
We owe the money which is now due upon our 
paper, and we earnestly desire while we are la- 
boring for the poor prisoner to bear in mind the 
words of the apostle—‘ Owe no man any thing.’ 





The Court of Death, 

Kind reader, have you been to see this work of 
art? Ifyou have not, go in soon, and I am certain 
if you have any love for moral paintings you will 
not feel that your money has heen unwisely ex- 
pended. The uncertainty of human life, the 
evils of war, the allurements of folly, and the 
miseries of intemperance are brought before the 
mind in a most distinct and impressive manner. 
I should be glad to have our brothers who are in 
the jails and prisons see it. It would exert a good 
moral influence upon them, as well as upon others. 
It would be a great pleasure to me to have our 
good friend Mr. Robinson call the three hundred 
prisoners of the State Penitentiary around him, 
go before them, like the ancient shepherds of the 
East, up to Amory Hall to view the Court of 
Death. I think he has moral power enough to 
lead them all up there and back again. Mr. Cook 
has labored day after day in wilderness with an 
hundred and eighty strong men from the Sing 
Sing Prison, and he had only three persons to as- 
sist him. J. M. 8. 


Henry Corsa, 

This is the name of a colored man, a fugitive 
slave, who has been confined in the Leveret street 
jail in this city about a year, charged with a mur- 
der committed on board a whale ship. Last week 
he was brought up for examination. 


brother has been denied by slavery the right to 


This poor 
read a word. He cannot even spell his own name. 
He knows nothing of his parents. 
months of imprisonment, without any physical or 
mental exertion, has reduced him to a mere skel- 
If the United States would let him alone, 
Would it not 


be better, cruel as it may seem, to let him die 


Long weary 


eton. 
he would soon die of consumption. 


alone in his narrow cell than to hang him by the 
neck until he is dead ? 


New-ENGLAND ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 
The twelfth New-England Anti-slavery Convention will 
be held in Boston on Tuesday, the 26th of May. This 
is always a highly interesting gathering, and this year it 
is expected to be peculiarly so. ‘The sessions of the Con- 
vention will be holden at Faneuil Hall on Tuesday and 
Thursday, and at the Melodeon on Wednesday. 

Among the priucipal spe:kers announced are Rey. 
Messrs. Stone and FE. fi. Chapin, 8. 8. and Abby Kelley 
Foster, C. C. Burleigh, Wendell Phillips, and W. 1. 


Garrison. 


Skaneateles Cummunity.—The last Skaneateles De- 
mocrat says, this body, as a Community, has ceased 
to exist. Mr. Collins, who stood at the head of the 
Community so long, retires, and Samuel Seliers, a 
gentleman who has been with them, we believe, 
from the beginning, assumes the liabilities of the 
Community, and receives all the property belonsing 
to it. 
a fariner, andyno doubt will make a profitable estab- 


Mr. 8. is a plain, practical man, was educated 


lishment of it. 


[BY REQUKST.] 
RESOLUTION OF UNIVERSAL 
HOOD, 
Offered by Setu Lururr, of the United States, in 


the Manchester Convention—passed unanimously, 


BROTHER. 


and by enthusiastic acclamation, after a debate of 

one hour and a half on another resolution: for 

which this was offered as a substitute. 

Resolved, That this Convention feel a deep sympa- 
thy for all those human beings who are suffering op- 


ae . ,e , he he 
yression, in prison or out, every where, on the broad |, —e 
E | lo be hung July 3, 1846. 


surface of our globe, of whatever name, nation, 
clime, color, condition, tongue or language; and 
we look forward with pleasurable anticipations to 
that glorious period, when every man, woman and 
child shall ‘sit under their own vine and fig-tree ; 
with none to molest or make thein afraid,’ either by 
robbing them of the fruits of their labor, by unjust 
legislation, error in legal decisions, unrighteous mo- 
nopolies, or long and destructive hours of labor ; 
either in cotton mills or workshops, on the land, or 
on the sea—on the lakes, or on the rivers. 


The author of this resolution is extremely sorry to 


olutions, and otherwise destroyed in the ‘ Vorce or 
Inpustry,’ like most, if not all the Proceedings of 


| 
say, that it was cut up, mutilated, made into two res- 
| 


Responsibility always rests some- 
SETH LUTHER, 
of the United States. 


the Convention. 
where. 





EMPLOYMENT WANTED. 


A prisoner, who has just been discharged, would 
be glad of employment. He has signed the pledge, and 
appears well disposed. He says he would be willing to 
do either of the following things:—1. To serve in a 
family. 2. To attend in a hospital. 3.'To be a steers- 
manina ferry boat. He is about 37 years of age. We 
trust the humane will find a place for this friend. Let 
us hear immediately. 





A STORE-KEEPER. 


A man who is well qualified to keep a grocery store, 
or a boot and shoe store, wishes to be employed. He 
is about 30 years of age. He has been the agent of 
others who have been much worse than himeelf. He 
will doubtless do well. 





HANDCART WANTED. 

A person who has just been discharged from prison, 
wishes to obtain an honest living by drawing a handcart. 
He is so poor that he is not able to purchase a cart. 
Will some person lend him one? Here is an excellent 
opportunity of doing good. Will some one improve it? 





A FARMER AND SHOEMAKER. 


An unusually active colored man, who would like to 











| work on a farm in summer, and at shoemaking in win- 











iter, will want employment the 17th of June. He isa 

good workman. 

DONATIONS, 

; J. G. Adams, Malden, $1 00 
A. Comstock, Millville. 2 00 
Cyrus Stone, Concord, 1 00 
I’. Potter, do., 1 00 


Mrs. King, Boston, pair of boots, one vest, three ar- 
ticles of clothing, for discharged convicts. 


Received by Letter. 
Dr. D. C. Skersett, Philadefpha, 
N. Tuck, Kensington, 
J. Nells, Ipswich, 
J. A. Mirick, Princeton, 
C. W. Hancock, Barre, 
H. Jerrells, Victor, N. Y., 
D. Wood, Fayetteville, 
; J. Mill, North Brookfield, 
W. B. Carlton, Dracut, 
G. W. Waldridge, Springfield, 
A. C. Corpse, Stafford, 
J. M. Farnum, Uxbridge, 
R. Hitchcock, Norwich, 


a ne en 
co) 
=> 








DIED, 
In Marlboro’, N. H., April 24, Mr. James 8S. Davis 


aged 27 years. 


REFUGE OF VIOLENCE. 





‘FOR HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT OF HIS SANC= 
TUARY} FROM HEAVEN DID THE LORD BEHOLD THE EARTH, TO 
HEAR THE GROANING OF THE PRISONER} TO LOOSE THOSE THAT 
ARE APPOINTED TO DEATH.---Bible, 
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UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH! 


VIRGINIA! Hunver Hit, for the murder of 
Respited till 7th of 


Major Smith, at Norfolk. 
‘february, 1847. 

ARKANSAS! Marry, for the murder of his 
sister-in-law; time of execution unknown. 

NEW-YORK! Titver, for the murder of 

John Covert at Whitehall. ‘Tithe of execution 
not known. 

KENTUCKY! Joun W. Parker, of Scrub 
| Grass, for the murder of his wife. ‘Time of ex- 
) ecution not known. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE! Anprew Howarp, 
‘for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19, 1843, 
Time of execution, July 8, 1846. 

| CONNECTICUT! Axorew P. Porrer, for 
‘the murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. 


MARYLAND! Ww». Wuee ter, aslave, for 
engaging in an insurrection; time of execution 
unknown. 

UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate ; now 
confined in the Tombs, N. Y. City. The time 
of execution is fixed by the President on the first 
Friday of June, 1846. 

VERMONT! Eecene Currrorp, for the 
murder of his wife and child; time of execution 
not fixed. 

LOUISIANA! Samvew Kenwepy, for the 
murder of Benjamin W. Wait, in New-Orleans ; 
time of execution not appointed, 

MAINE! ‘Tuomas Torn, for murder; now 
confined at hard labor in the State Prison: time of 
execution not fixed. 


ILLINOIS! Anoxzo Penninerox, for the 
murder of Simon Davis. ‘Time of execution not 
fixed. 
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The poor hath a lonely lot, 
To misery allied; 
His very being is forgot 
Among the sons of pride; 
He rises with the morning light, 
And labors till the fev’rish night, 
A scanty meal to gain; 
Then lays his weary head to rest, 
But anxious cares disturb his breast— 
To slumber is in vain! 


The cold neglect, the withering scorn, 
That meet him on his way,— 

The spirit bowed, and the sinews worn 
By premature decay ,— 

A brow o’ershadowed by despair, 

The trembling gait produced by care, 
The constant dread of ill:— 

These mingle with his very dream, 
And hope hath no consoling gleam 

To pleasant thoughts instil! 


Alas! to him the changeful earth 
Hath features ever sad; 
He only is not glad. 
For what to him is nature’s smile, 
That may another’s heart beguile, 
But cannot pierce the shed 
Where he is wasting life away, 
Unheedful of the night or day, 
So long it brings him bread ! 


God’s blessing on the verdant fields, 
When sunshine dwelleth there! 

And every flower that fragrance yields 
Becomes more sweetly fair! 

In truth ’tis beautiful to view! 
But ripening corn and violet’s hue 
Are hidden from the poor! 

They cannot watch the season’s change, 

To them all blithsome scenes are strange, 
Their sense of joy is o’er! 


Within a close and fetid room, 
Through sickness and in age, 
They labor on, and pass in gloom 
Their life’s declining stage. 
The slaves of want! while those who have, 
And from the depths of woe could save, 
Evade their haggard mien, 
Nor mark the signet death hath placed 
Where many a sorrow could be traced, 
And painful years be seen! 


The poor! O, mock not those who weep, 
The wretched and the lone! 

For heaven doth surely record keep. 
When earthly aid is gone; 

And at the bridal feast the guest 

May be the mortal leastwise blest 
Among his fellows here. 

Then cheer the poor man’s solitude, 

And smooth the briears on his road 
To kindlier lands elsewhere. 





‘FATHER, FORGIVE THEM.” 
Go, search the records of the past, 
Thine eye on heathen learning cast ; 
Go, ask of Grecia’s pride and shame— 
Rome’s injured purchaser of fame ; 
Go, where repentance drop’d a tear, 
Go, where the prayers of saints appear: 
*Mid all the beauties opening there, 
Unequall’d stands this simple prayer— 

* Father, forgive them.’ 
Search keep, amid the extensive field 
Of virtues, modern writers yield: 
Thevhistory of the world unfold, 
Its brightest moral gems be told, 
And tell, in present or in past, 
Can she one jewel from her cast, 
With half the beauty glist’ning there, 
That’s found in Jesus’ simple prayer— 
* Father, forgive them. 


See him betray’d, forsaken, sad ; 
View him in purple mockery clad; 
Denied, insulted, scourg’d, reviled ; 
With brow unshadowed, placid, mild. 
See him away to Calvary led, 
The piercing crown upon his head; 
And then, upon th’ accursed tree, 
List thou his heaven-breath’d melody— 
‘ Father, forgive them.’ 


Go, ask of Him who suffer’d there, 

T’ impart the spirit of that prayer; 

For strengtly to follow, as He led, 

The bless’d example here out-spread ; 
Behold His all of vengeance shown, 

When Calv’ry heard his dying groan! 
Then view His love for sinners there, 
In that expressive, fervent prayer— 

* Father, forgive them.” 


FRIEND. 


= 





PRISONER’S 





MISCELLANY. 





Philadelphia Poor, 

The following pitiable description of the state of 

certain poor people in Philadelphia, is copied from 
the Ledger of March 3d: 


‘ The Destitution in Moyamensing, Philadel- 
phia.—An opportunity was afforded us yesterday 
| of visiting some of the wretched hovels in Moya- 
mensing, and seeing their destitute inmates endur- 
ing all the miseries consequent upon the lack of 
| food, fuel, and the other necessaries, not to say 
| comforts of life. ‘The soup house was in full op- 
|eration yesterday morning, and at least 1200 per- 
sons received, from the bounty of those who con- 
tributed to its support, a supply of bread and soup, 
in greater or less quantities, according to the num- 
ber of the family. After gazing upon the shiver- 
ing groups of women and children flocking to and 
from the soup house, we next visited an estalish- 
ment back of South street, above Seventh, fitted 
up as a house of Industry, principally through the 
exertions of Wm. J. Mullin. In this place, about 
forty or fifty colored persons are daily engaged at 
manufacturing door mats and other articles, by 
which they make enough to procure lodging du- 
ring the night, and in the day they are provided 
with food from the soup house. The men and 
women here employed, in less rigorous weather 
than the present, are generally engaged in gather- 
ing rags and bones, and in this way gain a scanty 
subsistence ; but the ground being now covered 
with snow, they cannot earn anything in that way. 
The next sight presented to our view, was four 
persons, two white men and two women, huddled 
around a small portable furnace, containing stone 
coal but half kindled, in the midst of a wretched 
cellar, in Seventh street, below Shippen. The 
door was shut down to keep out the cold, leaving, 
of course, the inmates below in the dark, and the 
stifling fumes from the coal had no means of es- 
‘cape but through the numerous crevices in the 








shackling covering over the hole leading to this 
| subterranean hovel. ‘The bare floor was the only 
sleeping accommodations it boasted ; a couple of 
stools and a narrow bench, the only modes of sit- 
ting down, and when these articles are mentioned, 
it completes the catalogue of furniture for four 
human beings. ‘They were all scantily provided 
with clothing—had no shoes or stockings on—and 
having nothing to protect them from the wintry 
blast. A female acquaintance, but little better pro- 
vided herself, had been to the soup house to pro- 
cure a share in the articles of food distributed there, 
and entered with the supply as we did. 

Mr. Mullin rehearsed to us many distressing 
cases of destitution, encountered by him in his vis- 
its to this vicinity. A few days since, in one of its 
hovels, he found a colored child actually in a dy- 
ing state from the want of sustenance ; and hud- 
dling close to its almost inanimate body, for the 
purpose of obtaining some warmth, was another 
boy, who being older was not so far gone. Med- 
ical assistance was called and sustenance procur- 
ed, but before some broth could be made for it, 
the child expired. ‘The pressing wants of the re- 
mainder of the family have since been alleviated. 
At another time, on going into a wretched cellar, 
a colored family was found, consisting of a man, 
/ woman, and seven children, all in state of the great- 
est destitution. ‘I'he only heat was obtained from 
‘a furnace of charcoal, and how they existed amid 
the deleterious fumes emitted from it, is extraor- 
dinary. ‘The children were almost destitute of 
clothing, and one child, in a state of nudity, had 
been placed beneath a heap of ashes to keep him 
warm! ‘The family was removed to a more com- 
fortable apartment, and the most pressing of their 
wants provided for. ° 





Flogging in Prisons. 


The recent decease of an inmate of the Auburn 
State Prison, under circumstances which appear 
to justify the belief that his death was hastened if 
not directly caused by severe flogging, will sub- 
serve the cause of Humanity if it shall prove to 
be the means of calling public attention to the long 
neglected but vastly important subject of Prison 
Discipline, and of suggesting to minds hitherto 
indifferent to the question, whether this brutal 
method of securing the obedience of prisoners ought 
not to be entirely dispensed with. It may yet 
turn out—so at least we hope—that the statements 
which have appeared in relation to the affair at 
Auburn are exaggerated ; indeed this seems not 
unlikely, when it is remembered that the present 
officers of the Prison came into power not only 
against the wish but in the face of the fiercest op- 
position of a portion of the political party to which 








they belong, and that the contest between the ins 
and the owls has continued to rage with unabated 
fury until the present time. But after making all 
due allowance for exaggerations prompted by 
prejudice or set afloat from interested motives, 
there is still too much reason to fear that there 
was in this case a degree of cruelty for which there 
can be no adequate excuse. We hope, however, 
that the investigation ordered by the Legislature 
will not be restricted to the compartively unim- 
portant object of ascertaining the precise facts in 
this particular case, but be extended to the ques- 
tion which has begun to awaken the attention of 
thoughtful and humane men, whether the whole 
system of Flogging in Prisons ought not to be dis- 
carded as brutal and degrading. 

We do not purpose now to discuss this question, 
though our judgment in respect to it has been form- 
ed in view of principles and considerations which 
seem to us to leave little room for doubt that Hu- 
manity and Expediency unite in demanding a 
thorough Reform. ‘The law hitherto has been 
framed on the assumption that this mode of pun- 
ishment is indispensable as a means of enforcing 
obedience, and hence no provision has been made 
in the structure and internal arrangements of our 
Prisons for a milder discipline. In addition to this, 
we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that, two often, 
the men who have charge of the prisoners are la- 
mentably deficient in those moral and intellectual 
qualifications which are indespensable to a proper 
discharge of their responsible duties. It has been 
thought that any man, however deficient in intel- 
lectual cultivation and self-control, would answer 
as a keeper for criminals, and too often places 
which should only be filled by men of high moral 
principle, a quick insight into the workings of hu- 
man nature and a genial temper, have been con- 
ferred as a reward for party services upon a class 
of men of whom we will say nothing worse than 
that is a great pity that they could not find some 
employment better adapted to their capacities and 
qualifications, and in which their influence would 
subserve a better end than their own and other’s 
debasement. The lash in the hands of such men 
must always be an instrument of cruelty, and it is 
our firm conviction that the Prisons of the country 
will never be any thing else than the nurseries of 
crime until this insignia of degradation is banished 
from their walls, and their management confided 
to men who have wisdom to govern by means in 
better accordance with the nature of man, better 
adapted to secure the reformation of the prisoner, 
and through that reformation the safety of the 
community. 


But we must stop here for the present, only ex- 
pressing the hope that wise and thoughtful men 
will turn their attention to this subject more and 
more, until some plan shall be devised whereby 
our Prisons may no Jonger continue to be instru- 
mentalities for sinking their inmates to a lower 
deep of degradation and wretchedness, but may 
be transformed into institutions whose aim and 
tendency it shall be to repress evil passions and 
strengthen the nobler elements with which God 
has endowed the human soul.—N. Y. Tribune. 





A Chinese Execution. 


I lived two or three hundred yards from the ex- 
ecution ground, where all the criminals of 
Kwangtung are executed. I have seen eleven ex- 
ecuted to-day. ‘There were two executed yester- 
day. Accidentally I happened to pass the place 
to-day about 3 o’clock, P. M., and seeing prepara- 
tions making for an execution, I concluded to stop 
and see it. So I procured me a place on the top 
of a house near by, and awaited the issue. Soon 
after the Mandarins began to come, and the first 
measure was to clear all the spectators out of the 
premises and close the entrance, leaving a little 
dirty spot of ground of about half an acre, where 
the people make potter’s ware, vacant for the oc- 
cupancy of the criminals, soldiers, and manda- 
rins. 

After this we waited half an hour or more, and 
some soldiers and one of the criminals came, who 
was led forward to the farther end of the premises, 
and caused to kneel in the mud, where I think he 
waited fifteen or twenty minutes for his doom. 
Then the other criminals slowly came, one at a 
time, and took their places behind him in succes- 
sion, all kneeling in the mud. There was quite a 
variety in their appearance and manner in coming. 
All walked but one, who was carried in a basket. 
And whether he was carried from moral or phys- 
ical inability to walk I could not discover, but I 
supposed the latter, as the bamboo would doubt- 
less have been applied in the former case in or- 
der to produce willingness. 





Another, however, manifested great reluctance 
to come, and would only go forward when pushed 
by two strong fellows, one at each side. Others 
marched on slowly, but seriously, without making 
any fuss about it, in any way. Only two talked 
as they walked along. One of them, if | 
understood him correctly, was exculpating himself, 
or denied being guilty—the other was a brazen 
faced fellow, and braved the matter, looking round 
about him, and congratulating the spectators as if 
he had been going to a wedding- Some of them 
seemed to have seen better days. 


They were generally above 30 years of age. 
But each of the criminals took his place in turn 
as he arrived about three or four steps 
behind his fellow, with one man at his back to hold 
him steady. His hands were tied behind, and a 
chain around his neck until he got within the in- 
closure, when it was unlocked and taken off 
When the civil magistrate arrived, and all the 
criminals had taken their places, the word of com- 
mand was given by one of the mandarins to execute 
them. One of the executioners sprang to his work 
with much energy, with a long heavy knife, most 
likely made for the purpose. He struck on the 
back of the neck ; struck with both hands, and 
seemed to strike with all his might, and at each 
blow took a head clean off, and seemed to do i) 
with ease. 


He executed six or eight in less than half a min- 
ute ; when a second executioner commenced and 
finished with a slim (the letter of Mr. R. is 
here sadly mutilated by some accident of its jour- 
ney, and is illegible.) The mandarins and sol- 
diers, of whom there were about two hundred in 
attendance, immediately dispersed, and allowed 
the gates to be opened. The friends went in and 
gathered up the bodies and heads in coffins and 
carried them away. Sometimes the heads are 
piled on the ground—I suppose when so ordered 
by the mandarins ; they were not on this occasion. 





Several hundreds are executed at this place an- 
nually. 
Canton, June, 1845. 


I, J. Ropers 


He who by accident perceives the unobtrusive 
preference of a lovely woman, and smiles or tri- 
umps in the conquest, or dares to trifle with the 
feeling, even while he deems his own heart free, 
deserves not the proud name of man, much less of 
gentleman. When he cannot become the lover 
one of noble spirit will remain the friend. 


Extremes. We are told that extremes never 
last long; but it would be well if it could be said 
that extreme poverty did not last long. 





BOOKS ON CAPITAL PUNISH- 
MENT. 


AVING opened an office (40 Cornhill) we car 
now meet the wants of our friends in regard tc 
works on Capital Punishment. We have a few pamph 
lets und larger works for sale, some of which are fron 
England. Should the friends of the cause extend to u: 
some little encouragement in this way, we could afford to 
print a variety of tracts. We trist they will call and ex- 
amine for themselves. The following is a list : 

Essays on Capital Punishment. By Charles Spear 
Price 62 1-2 cents. 

Irremediability of Capital Punishment. Price 4 cents. 

Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. By Charles C. Bur 
leigh. Price 25 cts. 

A Report on the Punishment of Death, made to the Leg 
islature of the State of New-York. By John |. 
O'Sullivan. 1841. Price 75 cents. 

Three Discourses on Capital Punishment. By FE. [) 
Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a let 
ter to the Marquis of Northampton. By John Pel! 
London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 

Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to the in 
cumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital Punish- 
ment. By Samuel Roberts. London. 1841. Price 6 cts 

Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. By Robert Rantoul, Fsq 
1835. Price 25 cents. 

Letters on the Death-Penalty. addressed to his Excellen- 
cy Gov. Briggs, and the Sithers of the Massachusetts 
Legislature. Price 6 cents. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


Isaac Austin, Nantucket. Post Master, Danvers. 
T. A. Smith, Annisquam. John Bailey, New-Bedford 
Benj. Spinney, Taunton. H. Bates, Norton. 
Capt. C.Goodspeed, Hyannis, G. Higgins, P. M.Brewster 
8. Higgins, Orleans Rev. Mr. Clark, Truro. 
Noah Jackman, Attleboro.’ J.S. Hammond, Marbleh’d 
M. Polly, Leominster. J. A. Waite, Hubbardston 
Nathan Wyman, Woburn, Hiram A. Morse, Holliston 
Rev. Wm. Coe, E. Medway. E. K. Whitaker, Needham 
Darius Smith, Weymouth. 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
Leonard Chase, Milford. E. K. Rowell, Manchester 
Rufus Merrill, Concord. Rev. I. Thompson, Halifax 
: RHODE-ISLAND. 
Rev. B. Taylor, Providence. 
VERMONT. 
Rev. Mr. Sanborn, Barre. _ Eli Ballou, Montpelier. 
Haskell& Palmer, Woodstock. Dr. Spaulding, Brattleboro’ 
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